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Children's TV Programming:

A Comparison of Sesame Street & Okaasan to Issho

Children are greatly influenced by the many hours of TV programs they watch. This
paper examines the influence children get from the TV they watch. First it gives a short
history of Japanese and American children’s TV programs. Then it compares the programs
Sesame Street, and Okaasan to Issho (¥2°H3IA L1 o L k) and considers the good
points and bad points of each program. It also looks at the effects TV has on children and
how it influences their behavior or enhances their learning.

Sesame Street is one of the longest running children’s TV shows in the world. It was
created in order to help preschool children prepare for school. Today Sesame Street is
broadcast in about 150 countries. The themes of the show and lessons taught follow the
educational needs of each different country. Also, the characters on Sesame Street have
very full backgrounds, so children can know naturally that there are various types of people
in society.

NHK (Nihon Hoso Kyokai) began broadcasting the children’s program Okaasan to

Issho (B2bH I A L o L r)in 1959, The program first focused on children age from the
ages of four to five. In the 1970s, Japan experienced rapid economic growth. As a result,
many children were able to go to kindergarten. Consequently, Okaasan to Issho was
reformatted to focus more on younger children from the ages of two to three. However, since
younger children do not have the ability to concentrate for a long time, the program
introduced many short episodes. Unfortunately, this program does not focus on social issues
in Japan.

Okaasan to Issho is broadcasting on the assumption that children are watching the
program with their mothers. But today a lot of children watch TV alone because the
program is broadcast in the morning or afternoon. In order for young children to learn
language or develop social skills, they need more communication with parents, friends or
someone who can talk with them. They need to feel the love from their parents, and they
need more free time to develop their own thinking with the TV off. Children can learn
while playing, and it is very important for them, but just watching TV is not good for them.
It will reduce their chances to get direct experience in life.

Children’s television can be both good and bad. Parents have to understand the good
points and bad points of TV, and use it carefully. Young children should not control the
selection and viewing time of the programs they watch. Parents must choose good
programs, like Sesame Street and Okaasan to Issho and control the amount of viewing time

instead of letting their children do as they please.
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A Short History of the British Pub & Japanese Izakaya

In this paper, I first research the history of the British public house and
compare it with other kinds of local establishments, such as inns, taverns, and
alehouses. I also look at how pubs have changed over time to meet travelers’
needs. I next examine the history of the Japanese izakaya from its beginnings to
the modern day and compare them with British pubs. Finally I discuss the
effects these establishments have on the economies of each country.

The word pub first appeared in literature in the 1860s, but before that time
there were facilities with the same function as a pub. These facilities were called
inns, alehouses, or taverns. When the Romans ruled Britain (1st century B.C.)
they built roads between the cities so people could travel more easily. Therefore,
people needed places to stay when they traveled. Consequently, pubs had many
functions in society. Nowadays, pubs are not as important, but people still enjoy
chatting and watching sports on TV at the local pub.

It is said that the Japanese izakaya business started in the early Edo era
(1603~1868). At first, izakaya owners only sold sake by measured amounts.
Customers would bring a container in which to put the sake and take it home to
drink. However, some people wanted to stand and drink at the shop, so the shop
owners set out seats for the customers, and began providing food. According to
old records, there were 323,285 men and 178,109 women in Edo in 1721 (B#EE
DF4A, 2014, para. 8). The population of Edo was mostly men because many
bachelor businessmen, tradesmen, and samurai came from all around the
country. As a result of all the bachelor businessmen, places to eat out increased.
According to an article in the AFPBB News (2014 May 31), the Health and Social
Care Information Centre (HSCIC) data shows that the household expenditure for
alcohol increased from 2009 to 2012 in the UK, but expenses for alcohol
consumed outside the home decreased 9.8%. Additionally, public places became
no smoking, including restaurants and pubs. This prohibition has lead to the
decline of customers in pubs.

Although there are many differences between pubs and izakaya, there are
some similarities. In the past the main customers of both the pub and izakaya
were men, but nowadays men and women of all ages go out to drinking places,

not just to pubs and izakaya, but also to many different kinds of restaurants and

bars.
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T A Short History of Wine and Sake

This paper first gives a short history of sake and wine. Then explains how to make
sake and wine. Finally it discusses their importance in society. As reported by Owen,
according to University of Pennsylvania archaeologist Naomi Miller, “From a social
perspective, for good and ill, alcoholic beverages change the way we interact with each
other in society” (Owen, 2011).

Wine has a history of thousands of years. It is not known exactly when wine was
first made, but it is closely connected with the history of farming and Western social
development. The first mention of a fermented drink based on grapes comes from China
around 7000-6600 BC (FI%, 1996). Historians think that wine, as we know it today, was
first produced over 6000 years ago.

It is not known when sake was first made, but historians think it was first
produced in the early Nara period (710-794 AD). Sake is mentioned several times in the
Kojiki (712), the first written history of Japan. It is also mentioned in the second oldest
book of classical Japanese history, Nihonshoki, or The Chronicles of Japan (published in
720 AD). Both books tell the same legend about the use of sake. According to the legend,
Yamata no Orochi, the parents of a young woman, Kushinada-hime, were in the
business of making sake (F &, 2003).

An alcoholic beverage is a drink made from ethanol, and there are many different
kinds of alcoholic drinks in the world. In particular, they can be divided into three basic
kinds. Spirits, or distilled beverages, have a high concentration of alcohol. Examples of
spirits are shochu, whiskey and brandy. Beers are made by converting the starches in
grains into alcohol. Although sake is called a rice wine, it is actually a beer. Wines, on the
other hand, are made from the fermentation of fruit, in particular grapes. Sake and wine
are both made by fermentation but the process and the materials used are very different,
resulting in very different tastes.

The taste of wine is different depending upon the kind of fruit, the weather, the soil,
and the kind of container it is made in. The flavor of sake depends more upon the water
and the skill of the maker.

People drink wine or sake for many reasons. According to Charters (2006), people
give many reasons for drinking wine, for physical/utilitarian, hedonistic, or
symbolic/cultural reasons. For whatever reason one chooses to drink, among the many
alcoholic drinks around the world, sake and wine are excellent choices to complement a
fine meal. People have long been aware that wine and food can mutually enhance each
other, but they are only recently beginning to pair sake with food. Alcoholic drinks may
have a harmful influence on people. However, when people drink their favorite wine or
sake, responsibly, while eating a fine meal, they will enjoy their beverage even more.
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